320              DANTE AND HIS CIRCLE

a biographer as Boccaccio, that the Dante of later years
was far other than the silent and awe-struck lover of the
Vita Nuova ; but he was still (as he proudly called him-
self) * the singer of Rectitude', and his that 'indignant
soul' which made blessed the mother who had borne
him.1

Leaving to his fate (whatever that may have been) the
Scamp of Dante's Circle, I must risk the charge of a
confirmed taste for slang by describing GUIDO ORLANDI
as its Bore. No other word could present him so fully.
Very few pieces of his exist besides the five I have given.
In one of these,2 he rails against his political adver-
saries ; in three,3 falls foul of his brother poets ; and
in the remaining one,4 seems somewhat appeased <-. (I
think) by a judicious morsel of flattery. I have already
referred to a sonnet of his which is said to have led to
the composition of Guido Cavalcanti's Canzone on the
Nature of Love. He has another sonnet beginning,
4 Per troppa sottiglianza il fil si rompe/ 5 in which he
is certainly enjoying a fling at somebody, and I suspect
at Cavalcanti in rejoinder to the very poem which he
himself had instigated. If so, this stamps him a master-
critic of the deepest initiation. Of his life nothing is
recorded; but no wish perhaps need be felt to know
much of him, as one would probably have dropped his
acquaintance. We may be obliged to him, however,
for his character of Guido Cavalcanti (at p. 408), which
is boldly and vividly drawn.

Next follow three poets of whom I have given one
specimen apiece. By BERNARDO DA BOLOGNA (p. 409)
no other is known to exist, nor can anything be learnt
of his career. GIANNI ALFANI was a noble and dis-
tinguished Florentine, a much graver man, it would
seem, than one could judge from this sonnet of his

1 Alma sdegnosa,
Benedetta colei che in te s'incinse !

(Inferno, C. vm.)

- Page 449.          3 Pages 399, 408, 436.              * Page 411.

5 This sonnet, as printed, has a gap in the middle; let us hope
(in so immaculate a censor) from unfitness for publication.